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Message Text 


FOLLOWING IS TEXT OF NATAL "WITNESS" STORY REPORTING 
"ROOTS" CANCELLATION: 

BEGIN TEXT: 

THE LAST EPISODES OF ROOTS, THE AMERICAN TELEVISION SERIES, 
WHICH SHOULD HAVE BEEN SHOWN AT THE UNIVERSITY OF NATAL, 
PIETERMARITZBURG, LAST NIGHT WERE CANCELLED AFTER A VISIT 
FROM THE VICE SQUAD. 

PROFESSOR N.D. CLARENCE, PRINCIPAL AND VICE-CHANCELLOR OF 
THE UNIVERSITY OF NATAL, SAID LAST NIGHT HE HAD BEEN INFORMED 
THE UNIVERSITY MAY BE LIABLE FOR PROSECUTION AS THE SERIES HAS 
NOT BEEN REVIEWED BY THE PUBLICATIONS CONTROL BOARD. 


"UNDER THE CIRCUMSTANCES WE HAVE NO OTHER OPTION BUT TO 
WITHDRAW THE SERIES" HE SAID. "IF WE CAN DO ANYTHING ABOUT 
IT, WE WILL DEFINITELY TRY TO SHOW THE LAST EPISODES AT A 
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LATER DATE." 


ROOTS WAS SHOWN BY THE UNIVERSITY IN CONJUNCTION WITH THE 
AMERICAN CULTURAL CENTRE IN DURBAN. FILM SHOWS WERE BEING 
HELD AT BOTH THE PIETERMARITZBURG AND THE DURBAN CAMPUS, 
WHERE THE FIRST EPISODES WERE SHOWN ON WEDNESDAY NIGHT. 
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THE MOVE WAS MADE BY THE VICE SQUAD FOLLOWING A COMPLAINT BY 
A MEMBER OF THE PUBLIC OVER ROOTS, WHICH IS A PORTRAYAL OF 
BLACK SLAVERY IN AMERICA, BASED ON THE NOVEL BY ALEX HALEY. 

THE SERIES WAS SCREENED BY THE ABC NETWORK IN THE UNITED 
STATES LAST YEAR, WHERE IT RANKED AMONG THE ALL-TIME TOP TEN 
IN TV RATINGS. IT WAS ESTIMATED THAT BY THE LAST EPISODE 
130 MILLION AMERICANS HAD WATCHED THE SERIES "WHICH WAS HAILED 
AS AN "IMPORTANT CIVIL RIGHTS EVENT" BY BLACK LEADERS. 

TIME MAGAZINE RAN A COVER STORY ON ROOTS AND SAID THAT THE 
SERIES WAS A "SOCIAL PHENOMENON, A POTENTIALLY IMPORTANT 
BENCHMARK IN U.S. RELATIONS." 

MR. ASHLEY WILLS, DIRECTOR OF THE AMERICAN CULTURAL CENTRE 
IN DURBAN, SAID IT WAS NOT THE PRACTICE OF THE SERVICE TO 
SUBMIT FILMS TO THE CONTROL BOARD. 

THE SERIES WILL BE FLOWN TO CAPE TOWN TO BE SHOWN AT THE 
AMERICAN CULTURAL CENTRE AT THE U.S. EMBASSY, WHERE IT WOULD 
BE SUBJECT TO DIPLOMATIC IMMUNITY. END TEXT 
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